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Great Lakes Great Books in Your Classroom
by Lynette Marten Suckow
Want to infuse some new literature into your curriculum without reading everything in the library?
Choose a few titles for your grade level from the GLGB reading list found on the Michigan Reading Association website at www.michiganreading.org. Here are a few book summaries to get you started.
MR. TIGER GOES WILD by Peter Brown (Grades K-1)
The first page of monotone characters in a monotone society should tip you off that Mr. Tiger is having
non-conformist thoughts about the way he lives. Everyone is very proper, reminiscent of gentrified folk
in the 1800’s, but Mr. Tiger is shown in color. The funniest words in the book are from a mother telling
her children, “Please do not act like wild animals,” because all the characters are, indeed, wild animals
dressed up in clothing. Soon Mr. Tiger has a wild idea. He walks on all four feet, begins to roar, and removes all his clothes. His wild ways are not welcome in monotone society, so he is asked to leave. Making your own rules isn’t so much fun without friends, so Mr. Tiger returns to society, finding a balance of
propriety and fun. Readers young and old will recognize the individualist in themselves, just as they do
in Mr. Tiger. Here’s a wild idea. Come to the 2015 MRA Annual Conference in March and meet the
author/illustrator, Peter Brown… in color.
MEMOIRS OF A HAMSTER by Devin Scillian (Grades 2-3)
Michigan author, Devin Scillian, follows up “Memoirs of a Goldfish” with the story of Seymour, a hamster with everything he needs – a bowl of food, a bottle of water, an exercise wheel, and a little girl who
delivers daily doses of delicious yogurt drops. However, the grass always seems greener on the other side
– of the cage in this case. Seymour does some problem solving to get out of the cage and his adventures
begin. Charming illustrations by Tim Bowers help to tell the story by capturing familiar facial expressions which portray the thoughts and emotions of Seymour. The book is a memoir, after all, and is written like a journal, setting a good example for young writers in the classroom.
FAIRY TALE COMICS edited by Chris Duffy (Grades 4-5)
Brush up on your fairy tales by reading them in a whole new way. Chris Duffy, artist and editor, has
lined up seventeen cutting-edge illustrators who retell old favorites in comic strip style. A picture isn’t
quite worth a thousand words, as the old saying suggests, but each story is presented in fewer than ten
pages compared to 48 pages of traditional text. Among the featured fairy tales are “Hansel and Gretel”
by Gilbert Hernandez, “Bremen Town Musicians” by Karl Kerschl, “Rapunzel” by Raina Telgemeier, and
“Puss in Boots” by Vanessa Davis. This book follows the same successful graphic format used by Duffy
for “Nursery Rhyme Comics” published two years earlier.
BLUFFTON by Matt Phelan (Grades 6-8)
Phelan’s graphic novel takes readers back in history to The Actors’ Colony at Bluffton, in Muskegon,
Michigan in 1908. The famous actor, Buster Keaton, was one of the children who spent summers there
after working the vaudeville circuit with his family for the rest of the year. The story is told through the
eyes of Henry, a local boy who envies Buster’s life as a performer. Phelan portrays Buster Keaton as a talented performer who would rather spend his time playing baseball than anything else. There are plenty
of discussion points for students, as the author includes controversial topics such as allegations of child
abuse connected to the physical nature of the Keatons’ stage act. The superb illustrations leave some
room for interpretation and will inspire readers to research the names of other actors in the story.
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0LFKLJDQ 5HDGLQJ $VVRFLDWLRQ 3XEOLFDWLRQ 2UGHU )RUP



%22./(76

)/,3&+$576

:ULWLQJ WR /HDUQ +DQGERRNV IRU 6RFLDO
6WXGLHV 6FLHQFH 0DWK
7KHVH WHDFKHU IULHQGO\ KDQGERRNV LQFOXGH DFWLYLWLHV GHVLJQHG WR
LPSURYH VWXGHQW ZULWLQJ WKLQNLQJ DQG OHDUQLQJ LQ FRQWHQW DUHDV
 *UDGH   

7HDFKLQJ /LWHUDF\ WR (QJOLVK /DQJXDJH /HDUQHUV
7KLV QHZ 05$ IIOOLSFKDUW UHYLHZV WKH UHVHDUUFK RQ OLWHUDF\
GHYHORSPHQW RI (QJOLVK /DQJXDJH /HDUQHUV ZLWK FODVV
URRP LPSOLFDWLRQ ZKHQ OHDUQLQJ WR UHDG DQG ZULWH 5HF
RPPHQGDWWLRQV IRU DVVHVVPHQW LQVWUXFWLRQDO PDWHULDOV
IDPLO\ SDUUWQHUVKLSV DQG SURIHVVLRQDO UHVRXUFHV
 3UH .  

.DOHLGRVFRSH  RU 
$GGLWLRQDO FRSLHV RI WKLV FROOHFWLRQ RI SUL]H ZLQQLQJ ZULWLQJV E\
0LFKLJDQ \RXQJ VWXGHQW DXWKRUV PD\ EH SXUFKDVHG 
0LFKLJDQ 5HDGLQJ -RXUQDO
6LQJOH FRSLHV RI SUHYLRXVO\ SXEOLVKHG MRXUQDOV PD\ EH SXU
FKDVHG &DOO WKH  05$ 5($' IRU PRUH GHWDLOV
&RPPRQ &RUH 6WDWH 6WDQGDUGV
7KLV SDFNDJHG VHW LQFOXGHV WKH VSLUDO ERXQG VWDQGDUGV IRU JUDGHV
.  WKUHH DGGLWLRQDO DDS
SSHQGLFHV DQG D VXPPDU\ VKHHW IRU
QDYLJDWLQJ WKURXJK WKH VWDQGDUUGV 8VH DV DQ HDV\ UHIHUHQFH IRU
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKHVH QHZ VWDQGDUGV 
:ULWLQJ ,QWHQWLRQ 3URPSWLQJ
3URIHVVLRQDO /HDUQLQJ WKURXJK 6WXGHQW :RUN
7KLV 1:3 0,05$ FROODE
ERUDWLRQ ZULWWHQ E\ WHDFKHU ZULWHUV
IHDWXUHV EHVW SUDFWLFHV LQ ZULWLQJ LQVWUXFWLRQ ,QFOXGHV GLVFXVVLRQ
TXHVWLRQV SHUIHFW SURPSWV IRU SURIHVVLRQDO GLDORJXH  .
 

)DPLOLHV 7DONLQJ  5HDGLQJ DQG :ULWLQJ
7RJHWKHU IURP %LUWK WR QG *UDGH
3URPRWH KLJK TXDOLW\ IDPLO\ OLWHUDF\ ZLWK WKLV IIOOLSFKDUW
,W KDV LGHDV VWUDWHJLHV DQG GHWDLOV WR KHOS SDUUHQWV VXS
SRUW ODQ
QJXDJH UHDGLQJ DQG ZULWLQJ  

3267(5 6(76
8VLQJ WKH  0DMRU &RPSUHKHQVLRQ
6WUDWHJLHV WR 0DNH 5HDGLQJ DQG :ULWLQJ &RQQHF
WLRQV
'R \RX ZDQ
DQW WR KHOS VWXGHQWV XQGHUVWDQG DQ
QG XVH WKH
UHDGLQJZULWLQJ FRQQHFWLRQ" (DFK SRVWHU H[SODLQV
KRZ WKH VHYHQ PDMRU FRPSUHKHQVLRQ VWUDWWHJLHV KHOS
UHDGHUV DQ
QG ZULWHUV ,QFOXGHV SRVWHUV PLQL SRVWHUV
DQG ERRNPDUNV IRU WHDFKHUV DQG VWXGHQWV  .


W
WůĞĂƐ
Ğ ƐĞŶĚ ŽƌĚĞƌ ĨŽƌŵ ĂŶĚ ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ ƚŽ͗
DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ
ϲϲϴ dŚƌĞĞ DŝůĞ ZĚ Et
'ƌĂŶĚ ZĂƉŝĚƐ͕ D/ ϰϵϱϰϰ
WůĂĐĞ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ŽƌĚĞƌƐ Ăƚ͗
ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĐŚŝŐĂŶƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘ŽƌŐ

7,7/( 2) 38%/,&$7,21

48$17,7<

%\ ODZ ZH DUH UHTXLUHG WR FKDUJH VDOHV WD[ ,I \RX DUH D WD[[-H[HPSW RUJDQL]DWLRQ SOHDVH
SURYLGH GRFXPHQWDWLRQ ZLWK \RXU RUGHU
,I \RXU RUJDQL]DWLRQ LV SD\LQJ ZLWK D SXUFKDVH RUGHU \RX PXVW SURYLGH D FRS\ RI WKH 32
ZLWK WKH RUGHU IRUP
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